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2. It is a matter of satisfaction trat the overall law
and order situation in the Statec remains peaceful. I
must congratulate the peoplce of Mlzoram for maintaining -
peace and harmony even in the face of extreme pressures.
Attempts made by insurgents operating from neighbouring
States as well as from across the international border
withk -Bangladesh .and Myanmar to disturb our hard-earned
peace have been ‘dealt with effectively and efficiently
bv law enforcement agencies of the State. To &FFective-
ly check infiltration and to efficiently handle exigen-
cies of law and order, my Government has been making
efforts to strengthen the law and order machinery of the
State Govermment by providing it with modern and sophis-
ticated equipment, weaponry and other inputs required
for effective policing. I am happy to inform you that,
towards this end, the Govt. of India has sarnctioned one
additional battalion of the India Reserve Police and
personnel for this new police Force are being recruited.
The raising of this new battalion will undoubtedly go a
long way in improving the shortage of police Force in
the State.

3. I am also happy to say that the availability of
foodgrains and other essential commodities in the State
have been geferally satisfactoryv.. My Government will
continue to make efforts to streamline the public Dis-~
tribution System tu ensure easy availablllty of essential
commodities to the people of the State,

4. There has been improvement in the financial posi-
tion of .the State. The State has not even availed of
Ways and Means advance sincec July, 2000.. This signifi-
cant improvement is mainly due to rclease of Peace Bonus
of Rs. 182445 crore by Government of India and also due
to the Eleventh Fina..ce Commission. Realising the nece-
ssity cf further improving theé overall firancial pcesition
of the State, my Government has continued co make efforts
to generate additional resources and to curtail Non-plan
xpenditures. The Stace has also constituted the Mizoram
Financial R_forms Committee tc streamline the exXisting
finarcial system of the Government.

5 I would like to share with you my heartfelt grati-
tude to the Central Government for writing off the U,T
period loan of Rs.37.93 crore which has been lying out-
standing against the Government of Mizoram. This positive
decision Of the Central Government is a great relief to
the State of Mizoram. “

e. The Plenning Commission has approved an allocation
Of R$.401.26 crore for the Annual Plan 2000-01. Apart
from the noxmal State plan fund, Mizoram Government con-
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tinues to regeiVe additional fund from Mon-Lapsable Pool
‘¢f Central Resources for implementing various projects in
the State. .

."\,

2y

7. . Achiewing self-sufficicncy in the production of
goodgrains and providing adequate apportunities for more
gainful employment through agricultural and horticultural
development programmes remains the top priority of my
"Government. The ¢radual shift towards mechaniswed farming
for optimum utilisation of the State's good potential for
wet rice cultivation is progressing well with positive
results. Buphasis is now laid on development of cash croms
and fruits of high market value, on development of infrase
tructure like link roads, water harvesting facilities and
minor irrigation for increased production and tc enable
farmers to fetch remunerative prices for their produces.

8. Honourable Members are aware that the power supply
in the State is inadegquate. My Government has continued
to make sincere cfforts towards improving this situation..
Recently, the Central Government has ‘released Rs.10.00
crore for improving trarsmission and distribution of po-
wer, within aAizawl city. This will improve the power si-
tuation in the city to a certain extent. Techno=Economis
cl:arance for 80 MW capacity Bairabi Hydel Project has al-
ready been obtained and necessary Environment and Forest
clearances are also <Xpected soon. The Government of In-
dia has.clsc provided Rs.22.05 crore for implementation
of 12 MW capacity Serlui- 'B' Hydel 1 “rOJOCt.4;

9) My Government-continues to ﬂmplemen‘ varlous
schames for development of small and medium towns, market
infrastructure, housing and sanitation. For dcvelooment
of market infrastructure, Government of India has aoreed
to provide Rks.15.00 crore, ocut of which, RS.5.00 crore
has already been rcleased to the State ad 'first instazl-
ment for davelupment or markets af SLveral idant1f1ed
locations in the State.

.

o

10. & .My Government has assigned priority to the develop—
ment of border trade. Sincere efforts have been made to-
wvrdf'deleOnnLnt of border - trade facilities at Tlabung

on the Indo-BdnoladLsh border and at zokhawthar on the
Inuo-Myanmar oorddr. The Government of India has also
Sqapdrtcd cur endeavour in this regard by initially pro-
viding Rs. l.84 crore and Rs.2.00 crore respectively for
Tlabung and 2Zokhawthar. It is envisaged that these facili-
ties will provide avenues for marketing agro-forest and
other produces of the State across the intcernational
borders=—

11, My Government is keenly aware of the potential and
the wital role that development of industries can play far
rapid economic development and for providing cmplayment
opportunies to the people, Dartlcularly to the educated
youth. My Governmant has, therefore, alsc taken signifi-
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cant steps towards ddvelopment ofe industrial activities
in the State. A hew Industrial Policy, 2000 has recently
been approved. & new Iaformation Technology (IT) policy
and Bamboo Policy are alsu on the anvil. The Government
of India has provided Ps.2.54 crore out of the approved
outlay of Rs. 15.00 ‘croere for the Industrial drowth Cen-
tre at Luangmual. Detailed Project Repdrt for setting up
an.. Export Promotion Industrial Park at Lencte with 100%
Central =assistance is under preparation. Very recently,
the Planning Commission has also released Rs.1.00 crore
‘as first instalment for de-elopment of bamboo processing
unit at Sairang. Realising the IT potential of the State,
my Government continues to promote and cncourage compu-
ter education as psrt of its endeavour to bring IT .to the

masses. Under the programme of opening of Community Infor-

mation Centres (CICs) in all the 22 Rural Dévclopment
Blocks and 5 new District Headguarters, 2 CICs at Thing-
sulthliah and Aibawk are ready for commissioning. The Mi-
nistry of Information Technology, Government of India has
cxtended support to our endeavour towards developmoent of
IT in the Statece. Governmment of Mizormm has already roecei-
ved sonsignments of computers from Government of India
for installation of a network system within the Mizoram
Secretariat. I may also mention that efforts are on to
establish Computer Training Centres for School Children
in all the Disfrict Headguarters under the award of the
Eleventh Finance Commission.

126 0 Tnour continous endeavour towards the develop-
ment:of roads and buildings infrastructure, the State
PWD has undértaken the schemes of development of new Raj
Bhavan and other buildings under State Capltal Project
on 102 acres of land vacated by Assam Rifles at Knhatla.
Under Pradhan Mantri Gramodaya Yojana(®MGY), coastruction
of Rural Rcads to »nrovide all-weather connectivity to the
villages of Mizoram is being andertaken with an outlay
of Rs. 20.00 crore dvving the current year. Tr2 Greater
Alzawl water Supply rhase-II is already underway and this

scheme will provide significant relief to the ever-burgeo-

ning pcpulation of Aizawl city and its out ‘kirts. Exccu-
tion of Greatcer Champhai Water Svnply Scheme. is also in
wrogress with Rs. 5.00 crore so far released by the Co-
vernment of Tndia under Non=Lapsable pool of Central Re-
sources. Under Rural Water Supply Programme, ny Govern=-

ment s continuing augmentation of water supplies to cover

more habitationse.

13. My Covernmaent continues to attach great importa-

nce to the protection of the environment. The novel prog-
ramme of Green Mizcram lauched by my Government in 1999
has taken roots and ensured the people’s participation in
the preservation of our cco-system. Concrete steps have
been taken for Implementation of Bamboo plantation Scheme
anG establishment of a Bamboo Research Institute.

4. My Govemnment shall continge to intensify its
efforts to tackle social evils and ensure effective imple-
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mentation ¢f the Total prohibition Act with the active
participation of Non-Guvernment Organisations and the
churches.

15. My Government continues to exXecute variocus
Rural Development Programmes through 22 Rural Development
Blocks and Bistrict Rural Development Agencies (DRDAS).
Five new DRDAS have reccntly becn established in the new-
ly created Districts of Mizoram and these DRDAS will con-
tribute significanfly towards strengthening the tural
Development infrastpucture in Mizoram. Under the new prog-
ramme of PMGY, 2098 families will be given cash assictance
of RS.22,000/~ per family for constrnction of dwelling
houses and 1149 families will also be assisted for upgra-
dation of their ex1ot1ng bulldlngs at the unit-cost of
Rs.10, 000/~ cach, :

16. Livestock Development Programmes- shall conti-
nue to receive the priority of my Government as it is of
special significance to the weaker sections of societys
Towards this end, our main thrust has been on the imple-
mentation of 2 (two) projects funded from the Non-Lapsa-
ble pool of Central Resources. Rs. 1l.00 crore each has
been released for implementation of these two projects,
namely., establishment of a 50-ton capacity Animal Feed
Plant at Tanhril and Integrated piggery Development pro-
ject at Kawlkulh cduring the current year..

17. Realising the potentialities of Tourism in
Mizoram, emphasis has been laid on development of infras-
tructurc like Tourist Lodges and Cafcteria at various
places in the Statec. The Eleventh Finance Commission's
award of RS.2.00 crore for development of Tourist Infor-
mation Centres at Suwahati, Calcutta and New Delhi will
also strengthen our bffﬂrts tﬂwards oevelopment of Tou-
rism in the 3tate.

18. - hpart from pr®v1dlng qpalltatlv health services
$o the people, my Government has  laid emphasic on building
11p the necescary medical infrastructare under various
schemes. Construction of State Referral Hospital at Fal-
kawn has beem tzken un by the State I'WwD, for which, the
Goveriment of India has already released Rs.15.00 crore,

A CT scan is being installed at the Civil Hospital, Ai-~
zawl to improve its diagnostic facilities.

lo, '~ Realising the importance of the elementary
education, my Government has undertaken development of
building infrastructura.: For this purpose, the Govern-
ment of India has also eXtended its support by providing
financial assistance of RS.21.00 crore from the Non-Laps-
anle Pool of L'e,ntral Raesources, out of which, Rs.10.50
crore has already becn released. From the next academic
session, Computer Education will be introduced as a
subject in Middle and;High Schools. English will also be
introduced as a subject in primary Schools from the next
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academic session. For improvement of technical education;

men polytechnic at Adzawl and Mizoram folytechnic at
Lunglei arc heing upgrafed with World Bank assistance of
R5.35.00 crore. Zirtiri Residential Science College has
also become operational.

20. My Government continues to assist the auto=-
nomous District Councils in discharging their wital role
in development of the Bistrict Council areas. For the
first time, the State Government has extendaed the faci-
‘lities of availing HUDCO housing loan to the employezs of
the District Councils.

My Government-wil continue to encourage and
mute sports and vouth activities. Emphasis will con-
inue to be laid on development of sports infrastructure
nd facilities in the State. 2 new DlStrl”t Sports Offices
have oeen epened in aApril, 2000 at Champhai and Kolasib.
I am happy.to inform you that our young boys and ¢irls
have consistently performed well in various sports and
vouth activities, tournaments, camps' and championship
mects at the national level, winning coveted laurels for
the State. Efforts will be made to motivate and cncourage
them to achieve even ¢reater heights.

TN
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22, . Efforts will continue to be made to improve
the publi: trarsport system, New bus Servicds have been
‘started on the Aizawi~Guwahati and Satha. -Bualpui (Ng)
routes. To ease traffic congoestion and regulate parking
of vehicies in aizawl city, the Mizorem Reculation and
control of vehigle parking Rules, 2000 have been promal-
gated.

23. Honouraitle Members will recall thet in the
address to :chisdugu~t House¢ on 15tk March, 2000, it had
been mentioned that - the priorities of my Govoernment have

been s-t and that the groundwork has heer laid for a num-
ber of develdyental rojects which collectively have the
notential of transfokh:no the economy of Mizoram. I am
happy to note that we have been making steady progress in
implementing. these developmental projects. I am confident
that efforts will be intensified for turther accelerated
nrogress in these endeavours for sustained development

and noverty alléqutlon.

24. I have highlighted only a few major aspects
and a broad cutline of my Governmment*s endeavours to ful-
£il its commitments. I am sure that these issues will be
discussed in greater details during the course of this
Session.

25 . I wish vour deliberations all success.

Ka lawm e,
Jai Hind.
.-;7/-



